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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Global migration has been increasing since the 1990s. People are forced to leave their homes in search of
safety, a better livelihood, or for more economic opportunities. Environmental drivers of migration, such
as land degradation, water pollution, or changing climate, are acting as stronger phenomena with time.
As millions of people are exposed to multiple water crises, daily needs related to water quality, lack of
provisioning, excess or shortage of water become vital for survival as well for livelihood support. In turn, the
crisis can transform into conflict and act as a trigger for migration, both voluntary and forced, depending
on the conditions. Current interventions related to migration, including funding to manage migration
remain focused on response mechanisms, whereas an understanding of drivers or so-called ‘push factors’
of migration is limited. Accurate and well-documented evidence, as well as quantitative information on
these phenomena, are either missing or under-reflected in the literature and policy discourse.

The report aims to start unpacking relationships between water and migration. The data used in
this Report are collected from available public sources and reviewed in the context of water and
climate. A three-dimensional (3D) framework is outlined for water-related migration assessment.
The framework may be useful to aggerate water-related causes and consequences of migration and
interpret them in various socioecological, socioeconomic, and sociopolitical settings. A case study
approach is adopted to illustrate the various applications of the framework to dynamics of migration
in various geographic and hydrological scenarios. The case studies reflect on well-known examples of
environmental and water degradation, but with a focus on displacement /migration and socioeconomic
challenges that apply. The relevance of proxy measures such as the Global Conflict Risk Index, which
helps quantify water and migration interconnections, is discussed in relation to geographic, political,
environmental, and economic parameters.

The narratives presented in the Report also point to the existing governance mechanisms on migration,
stating that they are fragmented. The report examines global agreements, institutions, and policies
on migration to provide an aggerated outlook as to how international and inter-agency cooperation
agreements and policies either reflected or are missing on water and climate crises as direct or indirect
triggers to migration. Concerning this, the new directives related to migration governance, i.e., the
New York Declaration and the Global Compact for Migration, are discussed. The Report recommends
an enhanced focus on migration as an adaptation strategy to maximize the interconnectedness with
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It calls for the migration discourse to look beyond from a
preventative and problematic approach to a perspective emphasizing migration as a contributor towards
achieving sustainable development, particularly SDGs 5, 6, 13, and 16 that aim strengthening capacities
related to water, gender, climate, and institutions. Overall, the synthesis offers a global overview of water
and migration for researchers and professionals engaged in migration-related work. For international
agencies and government organizations and policymakers dealing with the assessment of and response
to migration, the report aims to support the work on migration assessment and the implementation of the
SDGs. The Report may serve as a public good towards understanding the drivers, impacts, and challenges
of migration, for designing long-term solutions and for advancing migration management capabilities
through improved knowledge and a pitch for consensus-building.

Key words: migration, water quantity, water quality, water extremes, climate, conflict, displacement,
refugees, gender, sustainable development
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INTRODUCTION

For millennia, people have been migrating and
settling in different areas around the world. It is
well-established that diverse factors, including
economic, political, cultural, and demographic, will
synergize with environmental-related events, and
thus, individuals will make a choice to migrate or
stay (IOM, 2020). The reasons for migration have
varied over time. Conventionally, it is explained by
‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors, such as human security,
economic opportunity, socio-political stability,
or environmental degradation and water-related
disasters that act independently or collectively.
Facilitated by advancements in transportation,
economic disparities, and globalization, migration
over the past 100 years, both intra-national and
international, have occurred at a rate faster than
previously observed. Often, migration canbe viewed
as an ’'adaptation strategy’ whereby a positive
context is assumed; however, the realities faced
by migrants are under-represented (IOM, 2020).

Migration is no longer driven just by economics or
political conflicts (FAO, 2018; Miletto et al. 2017).
Water and climate-driven migration have become
a significant global development issue. Several
million migrants already state ‘environmental
degradation’ and ‘climate change’ as the main
drivers for their decision to migrate. Alarmingly, this
number may rise to tens of millions within the next
20 years, and hundreds of millions in the next 50
years (IOM, 2008). Projections by the IOM suggest
that by 2050, 200 million additional people labeled
as 'environmental migrants’ will be displaced due
to environmental factors, including extreme water
events. After 2050, this can reach as high as one
billion environmental migrants.

Warner et al. (2010) argue that environmental
degradation, water scarcity, water stress, and
climate change act as triggers for migration.
Furthermore, regions with high population density
and limited renewable freshwater resources are
witnessing new migration trends and patterns
(Warner et al. 2010). Water and climate-related
impacts are transitioning from having an indirect to
direct impact on people’s decision to migrate. Such
transitioning is no longer episodic or localized. In
low-resource settings, these impacts are known to
weaken the state’s socioeconomic fabric severely.
In small island developing states (SIDS), besides

6  Water and Migration: A Global Overview

declining tourism, severe challenges including
higher insurance costs, food, and water insecurity,
and adverse health outcomes are all related to
issues of access and availability of freshwater
(Gheuens et al. 2019). Globally, socially vulnerable
communities with a high dependence on land and
water resources for subsistence find it challenging
to adapt to changes, and migration often remains
the only option (WWAP, 2019).

Simultaneously, the current literature on water-
driven migration is heavily focused on humanitarian
assessments or the post-migration context. The
extent to which the water and climate crises,
directly or indirectly, can influence human mobility
and impact individuals, families, and the most
vulnerable (e.g., children) are not well-documented,
except for cases when a situation is classified as a
‘disaster.” Quantitative studies focusing on water
quality driven migration are also limited. Besides,
if quantitative data and information are available,
which will be in the form of national records on
water and climate-driven migration, these mainly
focus on internal migration. Migration discourse,
at present, appears to be dominated by post-
migration ‘response’ contexts (IOM, 2020), whereas
drivers receive less focus. A further comprehensive
understanding of interlinkages between water
and migration is therefore pertinent to ensure that
migration-related policy decisions are relevant, and
thus, able to make a change in people’s lives.

This report attempts to address this need by
analyzing the state of existing knowledge or
perceptions of water-migration interlinkages.
Furthermore, the analysis aims to unpack the
information by contextualizing how ‘water’ is
placed in the migration context, both at point
of origin to the place of destination. More
specifically, the report:

e Provides a simple, “three-dimensional” (3D)
framework that connects migration flows to
push factors (direct or indirect) of water quantity,
quality, and extremes and illustrates water-
migration interconnections by several focused
case studies from geographically contrasting
regions of the world;

e Suggests proxy measures that may help
understand and quantify such interconnections;

e Examines how and to what extent, water
and climate act as drivers at present in
global agreements, institutions, and
policies on migration.



The target audience for this report includes:
i) researchers and professionals engaged in
migration-related studies which may want to expand
their scope of synthesis to bridge needs and gaps
in the existing migration literature; ii) international
agencies focusing on human development;
iii) government organizations dealing with the
assessment of and response to migration; iv)
policymakers that work with the implementation of
the SDGs and develop disaster risk reduction (DRR)
strategies; v) non-governmental organizations that
are active at national, regional, or global scale
managing the humanitarian aspects of migration;
and vi) general public interested in understanding
the drivers, impacts, and challenges of migration.

DEFINITIONS, TRENDS AND ASSESSMENT
FRAMEWORK

Global trends and patterns of internal and
international migration are driven by a blend
of factors, including political conflicts, climate
impacts, or social and cultural complexities.
Drought and high temperatures, for example,
have been linked to the surge in the number of
people seeking refugee status in Europe (Missirian
and Schlenker, 2017). Similarly, between 2008 and
2014, approximately 102 million, 54 million, and 26
million people were displaced by floods, storms,
and earthquakes, respectively (Yonetani et al.
2015). These numbers amount to a total of over 25
million people on average per year displaced by
all three disaster types. Yet, there is no nationally

Box 1: Migration-related terms and definitions

recognized legal definition of, nor an established
framework, to capture and explain migration driven
by water and/or climate.

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
note that “environmental migrants are persons or
groups of persons who, predominantly for reasons
ofsudden or progressive change in the environment
that adversely affect their lives or living conditions,
are obliged to leave their habitual homes or choose
to do so, either temporarily or permanently, and
who move either within their country or abroad”
(lonesco et al. 2017).

This definition provides an initial basis for discussion
of water and climate-related migration. Other terms
and concepts that apply to migration, in general,
and which are useful in the context of water-driven
migration are listed in Box 1.

Globally, greater than 60% of migration flows
originate in the Global South, but only 34% are from
South to North (Figure 1) (UNDESA, 2019). Between
2000 and 2017, Asia has had more international
migrants than any other region. The Middle East
& North Africa (MENA) region is hosting the most
significant number of IDPs from conflict regions
(IOM, 2019). The Global South, in general, is
observing an increasing trend of out-migration. In
Asia, many people opt for migration, for example,
from Bangladesh to India, as environmental
degradation and climate extremes cause a loss of
economic opportunity (Nagabhatla et al. 2015).
Water and climate can be direct or indirect drivers

International Migrants: people residing in a country that is not their country of birth. As of 2015 there were 244 million
international migrants, an increase of 41% since 2000 (IOM, 2015).

Internal Migrants: people who migrate within a country they reside in. This type of migration is usually from rural to urban
areas (IOM, 2015). A decade ago, UNDP (2009) estimated ~ 740 million internal migrants

Internally Displaced People (IDPs): people who are displaced, or have fled, from their home to find safety, but remain within
their home country’s borders (UNHCR, 2017). IDPs might sometimes be referred to as “refugees” since their displacement

seen as “forced.” However, these dimensions are not clearly recognized under the 1951 Refugee Convention. UNHCR
(2020) currently estimates >40 million IDPs.

Returning Migrants: people who return to their home country after having been an international migrant (short- or long-
term international migrant) and intend to stay there for at least a year (OECD, 2001)

"

Refugees: “... persons who are unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a well-founded fear
of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political
opinion.” (UNHCR, 2010).

Note: the term “refugees,” as defined in Box 1, while reflects the close connection with human security, it does not capture water
or climate-related dimension directly. Hence, the term is used only to a limited extent in this report. UNHCR (2020) estimates >25
million refugees

Water and Migration: A Global Overview 7
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Figure 1. Global migration flows. Adapted from UNDESA
(2019)

of migration (voluntary or forced). These drivers
can be related to water quality, water quantity,
and exposure to extreme events, such as floods or
droughts. Migration due to floods and droughts
are mostly seasonal or temporary, local or regional,
and only occasionally international (Jobbins,
2018). While millions of people worldwide have
fled because of floods and other environmental
factors (Brown 2008), in some contexts, vulnerable
populations with access to limited means cannot

migrate beyond the national boundaries. These
vulnerable populations include, amongst others,
children, women, and other socio-economically
deprived individuals that do not have access to
resources or opportunities to move globally.

As water and climate impacts intensify, an
increasing number of people are exposed, and
new trajectories of migration emerge across the
globe. Some sources predict that by 2050, close to
4.8 billion people (>50% global population), and
a similar percentage of agricultural production,
will be at risk due to increased rainfall variability
or due to the variability in droughts (Nelson et al.
2010). This may strengthen the “push factors” of
migration. Water is also a significant determining
factor of the livelihood and wellbeing (or lack of
such) of individuals in post-migration conditions.
Internationally, water-related extreme events are
impacting millions of individuals both in the Global
North and South, as noted in Figure 2. Migrants
may be fleeing from a water and/or climate-related
challenges, which they continue to encounter in
transit and/or at their destination (e.g., in refugee
camps lack of clean water is typical (Jobbins, 2018).
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Figure 2. Examples of water-related extreme events and associated numbers of displaced individuals for regions across the

globe. Data Source: EM-DAT, 2019.
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To assess water and migration interconnections
and to place water more explicitly into the scope
of environmental migration, it may be useful to
consider it in terms of three dimensions (3D) — water
quantity, water quality, and water-related extremes
(Flgure 3). Water quantity can overall progressively
increase or decrease in a region, creating more
humid or arid conditions, which can either stimulate
or attract migrants. Deteriorating water quality may
be a migration trigger on its own, as it affects water
availability and can thus trigger health outcomes.
Increasing frequency and magnitude of water-
related extremes, causing threats to human life
and property, maybe another migration trigger in
certain circumstances. Water extremes can impact
the water quantity and quality either directly or
indirectly and compound the effects resulting in
more migrating. For instance, accessible drinking
water sources are contaminated by floodwater, in
turn, affecting availability and impacting people’s
health. As a result, individuals will be forced to

migrate in search of a better livelihood and well-
being. Migration triggered by water pollution or
shortages, as well as extremes, can be gradual,
meaning that there might not be a mass movement
of people. Instead, people might leave areas at
different periods of time, or temporarily.

Overall, the framework helps integrate various
dimensions that apply to water and migration.
It is simple, and yet, in principle covers (groups
of) all major water-related factors that can
trigger migration or affect migrants in the
post-migration stage.

It is important to acknowledge that not in all
instances, scenarios described in the 3D framework
lead to migration. The impact of these factors
will also be influenced by the government and
society’s ability to respond to shifts in water quality/
quantity/extremes. Governments and communities
with resources will be better prepared and able to

Surface water
pollution

Groundwater

Lack of

Migration
(Forced or Voluntary)

Increasing =
aridity

Increasing
use

Lack of
access

Sea level
rise

Figure 3. A three-dimensional [3D] framework to assess the water-migration interconnections. Specific push factors (black arrows)
affect three key aspects/dimensions of water resources (quantity, quality, and extremes - dark blue circles) that can act individually
or collectively and result in specific consequences (e.g., food insecurity, lack of livelihood, etc.). These consequences can, in turn,
individually or collectively, trigger migration, which can be either voluntary or forced, depending on conditions.
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deal with them in comparison to countries that lack
resources. For instance, where social and financial
measures and policies are available to improve
coping and adaptation, people and communities
may decide not to migrate. Subsequent case
studies illustrate applications of the 3D framework
and specifics of the water-driven migration in
various geographical and social contexts.

WATER AND MIGRATION CASE STUDIES

Case Study 1. The Aral Sea: Migration driven by
the water crisis and associated adverse health
consequences

The Aral Sea is a well-known case of myopic water
management whereby the productive aquatic
ecosystem has gradually deteriorated due to an
extensive withdrawal of irrigation water upstream,
with the Aral shrinking from 55,700 to 9,830 km?
between the 1970s to 2017 (Figure 4), eradicating
associated agriculture, fisheries, and tourism.
Overall, more than 100,000 people were displaced
due to this environmental crisis (Small et al. 2001).
Migration flows within the region are shown in
Figure 5. Consequences were due to the severe
spillover effects on different aspects of ecosystems,
the economy, and socioeconomics (increasing
unemployment and migration) (Ataniyazova 2003).
Indigenous populations (e.g., Karakalpak) were
forced to migrate not only because of a loss of
opportunity for income generation but also due to
health effects including tuberculosis, diarrhea, and
fecal-oral transmission of diseases (MSF, 2003). The
health of more than 5 million people throughout

the region was affected (Conant, 2006), and most
vulnerable groups, including children, faced an
increased risk of death (i.e., double death rate) due
to diarrhea (Waehler and Dietrichs, 2017). This case
may be seen as an example of how progressive
reduction in water availability compounded by
associated health impacts leads to or pushes forced
migration. The case study emphasizes the water
quantity aspect of the 3D framework.

Case Study 2. Central America: Migration due
to water extremes and political instability

The Central America region is vulnerable to strong
winds, hurricanes, and fluctuating precipitation
patterns, on the one hand, and to political instability
and associated conflicts and violence — on another.
Economic policies favour agricultural exports over
domestic food security; associated deforestation
and overall extensive degradation of natural
resources result in dire impacts on human health
and livelihoods. Agreements, such as the Central
American Free Trade pact, have driven small farmers
out of jobs by putting them into fierce completion
against highly subsidized agribusinesses (Wernick,
2018). Limited planning and investment in the
agricultural sector have put farmers at risk
due to recurring droughts.

It is estimated that in the dry corridor of Central
America, an area stretching from ‘Southern
Mexico to Panama,’ six out of every ten
households suffer from acute food insecurity. The
FAO (2016) has reported that over 30% of the
population residing in this corridor is dependent
on humanitarian assistance for food and water

Figure 4. Multi-temporal (1973-2017) trends of surface water area of the Aral Sea derived using remote sensing images. (Data

Source: Landsat data mapped by UNU-INWEH).
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Uzbekistan. Refugee Stock includes asylum seekers [Data Source: UNEP, 2017].

supplies. Environmental degradation and violence
are pushing populations out of their territories in
search of better living conditions, both internally
(from rural to urban areas) and internationally.
Internationally, increased migration flows from
Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala to the US
coincided with extended drought in these three
countries (World Bank, 2019). Regionally, the
displaced populations, including those displaced
due toviolence and conflictin Honduras, Nicaragua,
and El Salvador, is often forced to find refuge in
vulnerable areas, such as steep slopes which are
prone to floods (McLeman and Hunter, 2010) which
frequent in the region.

Case Study 3. Small Island Developing States
(SIDS): Negative net migration rate due to
increasing environmental vulnerability

There are 38 UN recognised Small Island
Developing States (SIDS)- a group of small island
countries (UN-OHRLLS, 2011). They were first
recognized as a distinct group of developing
countries at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development in June 1992. Most
SIDS have low-resource settings and are highly
economically and environmentally vulnerable.
Physical remoteness, a lack of economic diversity,
as well as infrastructure deficiencies impede
adaptation mechanisms in these island states

Water and Migration: A Global Overview 11



(Julca & Paddison, 2009). In many instances,
water and climate-related factors are mentioned
as push factors that trigger migration in all three
SIDS clusters, (i) Caribbean; ii) Pacific; and iii) the
Atlantic, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, and the
South China Sea (AIMS) (Gheuens et al. 2019).
The SIDS are culturally, economically, socially, and
linguistically diverse.

Development reports and projections demonstrate
that climate change impacts, including increasing
intensity gradient and frequency of extreme
weather events, bundled with stressed freshwater
resource systems and sea level rise, are likely to
increase migration, as it will most likely make some
islands partly or wholly uninhabitable. Thus, using
the 3D framework, push factors to contribute to
water extreme events (e.g., increased frequency
of floods) and water quantity dimensions (e.g.,
lack of water availability) to synergize the impacts
including a loss of habitat and income, food
insecurity whereby people decide to migrate to
the SIDS. Notably, >80% of the population in the
Pacific islands depend on subsistence agriculture
or fishing. There are limited (if any) opportunities to
switch to alternative livelihoods in the absence of
market-based infrastructure. Food security, as well
as contamination of freshwater resources, emerges
as a ‘chronic concern’ (Handmer and Nalau, 2018).

The statistics presented in Figure 6 demonstrate that
the island states have negative net migration rates
(NMRs), as more people emigrate than immigrate.
The Pacific cluster of SIDS has an unusually high
out-migration in Micronesia and Tonga, whereby
the NMR, as of 2020, is approximately -20 (migrants
/1000 population), among the lowest NMR
worldwide. In the Caribbean, the NMR ranges
between -2 and -6 (migrants/1000 population;
CIA, 2020). Some islands note a positive NMR
(more immigration), such as Antigua and Barbuda
(2.2), Saint Kitts and Nevis (1.2), and Suriname (0.6)
(CIA,2017), but such cases are rare. The positive
NMRs of these islands can be partly attributed
to the balance in the quality of life, including the
availability and accessibility to water provisioning
services and vulnerability (extreme water and
climate crisis events) when compared to other SIDS
(Gheuens et al. 2019).

The migration trends in the Atlantic, Indian Ocean,
Mediterranean, and the South China Sea (AIMS)

12 Water and Migration: A Global Overview

cluster vary. High outmigration is noted from
the Maldives and Sao Tome and Principe, while
Seychelles and Singapore report net- in-migration
(Figure 6). Maldives, Kiribati, and Tuvalu may
require relocating their entire population onto a
new territory. In fact, these regions have already
begun intensive and elaborate discussions with
other countries to host their displaced populations
(Ghuens et al 2019). Kiribati's land purchase from
Fiji to relocate its people is a representative case.
Although relocation of displaced people and
migrants from the SIDS has been discussed in
the international arena, no concrete measures
are in place that address concerns inclusively
and fairly. The response towards the plight facing
individuals living in the SIDS due to climate change
remains myopic and directed towards economic
development rather than building resilience (Bunce
et al. 2008). Populations and communities in the
SIDS view mobility of human populations as the
only coping mechanism. Many countries in reports
focused on the SIDS describe water and climate
pressures as primary drivers or push factors of
migration and have already begun to plan for future
mass migrations of their citizens as an adaptive
measure to environmental change and degradation
(Gheuens et al. 2019).

Case Study 4. The Nile Delta: Sea level rise,
water stress, and human displacement

The Nile Delta has a total length of 240 km shoreline
and covers approximately 23,851 km? (Hassan &
Abdrabo, 2013). The Nile Delta is among one of
the most productive areas of Egypt (UNU, 2009).
Precipitation and temperature variations intensify
in the region due to changing climate, and
inundation and saltwater intrusion add to the
existing pressure on land and water resources
(OECD, 2004). The multitemporal analysis of the
selected area in the delta region shows land-
use and land-cover change from the 1980s to
2017: notably reduced or shrunken water bodies,
depletion of vegetation, and agriculture areas, and
increasing habitation (Figure 7).

The Nile Delta region is among the most vulnerable
areas to rising sea levels. Rising sea levels are
expected to contribute to flooding, and thus cause
people to migrate as agriculture is impacted as well
as livelihoods (Hereher, 2010). For example, it has
been predicted that a rise of 0.5 m in sea level will
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Figure 6. Net Migration Rate of different SIDS clusters (Caribbean; Pacific; and Africa, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, and South

China Sea [AIMS]) [Data Source: IOM, 2017- figures adapted from Gheuens et al., 2019].
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Figure 7. Time series of remote sensing images of part of the Nile Delta region showing changes in water, vegetation, and urban
area. Diminishing vegetation (green) and increasing settlements (red) are the key trends observed. Some of these settlements have
hosted internally displaced people in the past decades (Fanchette, 1992), and in recent times Syrian refugees (UNHCR - https://
data2.unhcr.org/en/news/12984). [Data Source: Landsat data mapped by UNU-INWEH).
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Figure 8. International migrant's andrefugees’stock in Egypt from 1990to 2017, and the international migrant stock as a % of the total
population, that is reflective of competing and conflicting use of resources, including water [Data Source: United Nations Migration
Database]. In the last 30 years, the country has seen a significant rise in the migrant stock and post 2005 in the refugee’s stock.
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affect 4 million people. A sea-level rise of 1.5 m will
impact an estimated 8 million people and 33% of
the total area including Alexandria and other major
cities such as Port Said, mostly with catastrophic
consequences that include but not limited to a loss
of tourism and an increase in the unemployment
rate (McGrath, 2014; Elderberky, 2011).

The 3D framework, in this case, connects water
quality impacts (e.g., seawater intrusion into
groundwater) on people’s livelihoods and income
that lead to migration as an outcome. In Egypt,
overall, there has been a notable increase in
migration and refugees’ stock in the past 30 years.
This trend (as shown in Figure 8) corresponds to the
timeline of the Syrian civil war (Kelly et al., 2015 and
De Bel-Air, 2016) and with the droughts in the past
decades recorded by the Egyptian Meteorological
Authority, 2014.

Case Study 5. Lake Chad: Water scarcity and
Regional Migration

Lake Chad, once the sixth largest lake in the
world, served as a vital source of water to 30
million people in the Sahel who relied on farming,
fishing, and pastoral activities for their livelihoods.
From the 1960s to 2017, the surface area of Lake
Chad shrunk by almost 90% (Figure 9), with the
reduction attributed to persistent droughts and
an increase in irrigation withdrawals (Gao et al.
2011). The economic dependence of communities
from four (Chad, Cameroon, Niger, and Nigeria)
countries sharing the lake basin resource for
income generation, and hence, their livelihood,
was impacted. Displacement and migration in the

region is triggered by various stressors, including
limited water availability in the Lake Chad basin
and a mixture of socio-economic and sociopolitical
factors, including conflicts (IOM, 2019).

The continued shrinking of the lake basin in the early
2000s can be attributed to various reasons, mostly
hydroclimatic variability. Out-migration (internal
migration and IDPs) increased in both Chad and
Nigeria and each of the basin sharing countries,
with a maximum trend recorded during the period
of 2005-2017 (Figure 10). Chad recorded the highest
number of international migrations, followed by the
Cameroon, Niger, and Nigeria. Most states in the
basin report an increase in internal and international
migration flows. In the four countries surrounding
the Lake Chad basin, more than 17 million people
are living in the conflict affected areas since 2010,
and almost 4.5 million persons (IDPs, refugees,
asylum seekers and returnees) were displaced
(Figure 10; IOM, 2019).

As a significant portion of the open water surface
of the Lake Chad has dried up in past decades,
most farmers and cattle herders have moved
towards greener areas, where they compete
for land resources with host communities, and
therefore, potentially leading to conflict. Others
have gone to Kano, Abuja, Lagos, and other large
cities (rural to urban migration), leaving agriculture
and fishing based livelihoods to serve as labor in
other work sectors. The 3D framework connects
increasing water scarcity with negative impacts on
the economy and agriculture that lead to various
socioeconomic outcomes, including migration.

S 1973 1986

Nigeria

2001 2017

Figure 9. The dynamics of water (blue) and vegetation (green) in and around Lake Chad over the period of 1973-2017. While showing
small signs of regeneration after 2001, overall, in the last half a century, the lake surface has remained limited to a fraction of its spread in
the early 1970s. [Data Source: Landsat image mapped by UNU-INWEH)]
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Figure 10. Displaced populations in Lake Chad basin (four countries) between 2016 and 2018. Refugee data for Nigeria are not
available for this time period. The total number of displaced people increased by over 20 % of the data before 2016 (IOM, 2019).

The migration trends of the Lake Chad basin
constitute both IDPs and refugee flows that were
triggered by water scarcity, a lack of economic
opportunity, and socio-political conflicts causing
>2.5 million people migrating in the past
decade and have spread across four countries
(Cameroon, Chad, Niger, and Nigeria). Individuals
and communities reported a loss of subsistence
livelihood, which were generated by land and water
resources (agriculture and fishing), and further
fueled by the Boko Haram insurgency (political and
violent conflict) both added and leveraged from
the Lake Chad water crisis.

Case study 6. Global Conflict Risk Index as a proxy
tool for water-related migration assessment

The global conflictriskindex (GCRI)is an aggregated
index of 24 variables and five dimensions - social,
economic, security, political, and geographical/
environmental (Stamatia et al. 2017). Notably,
the information used is found within open source
databases. Within the social dimension, which is
related to the notion of social cohesion and public
health, six variables are included (corruption, ethnic
power change, ethnic compilation, transnational
ethnic bonds, homicide rate, and infant mortality).
The economic dimension also has six variables,
including GDP per capita, income inequality,
openness, food security, and unemployment.
Security, notably, has three variables included
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related to conflict (e.g., recent internal conflicts,
neighbouring with highly violent conflict, and
years since the highly violent conflict). The political
dimension considers five variables related to the
regime in place (regime type, lack of democracy,
government effectiveness, level of repression,
and empowerment rights. Finally, geography and
environment also include five variables, which
include water stress, oil production, structural
constraints, population size, and the youth bulge.
This index represents the statistical risk that
evaluates the probability and intensity of violent
conflict using a scale from 0 [no conflict] to 10
(Stamatia et al. 2017).

The GCRI can serve as a proxy indicator to reflect
how hotspots of water and climate change-driven
migration overlap with conflict zones. The index
also accounts for conflicts that arise from shared
water supplies, as well as a lack of water security
that can trigger hostilities among countries (Link
et al. 2016). This index presents a comparative
account of the cumulative impact of conflicts,
as shown in Figure 11.

WATER, MIGRATION, AND GENDER

Water and climate change have a disproportionate
impact on gender, with significant risks emerging
from forced and irregular migration (Wrathall et
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al. 2018). Migration and displacement add an
additional layer of burden and uncertainty to
“conventional” gender roles and responsibilities.
According to Lambrou and Piana (2006), women
who live in low-income agricultural societies are the
mostvulnerableto climate and water-related events,
including droughts and floods. It is well-established
that a water crisis is a gendered problem as women
are responsible for sourcing water, especially within
low-resource regions. Women in Africa and Asia
collect 70% of household water while men collect
30% (Andajani et al. 2015). Domestic water systems
are equated to women, and the maintenance of
irrigation water systems to men (Meeks, 2018).

Men tend to migrate more than women in crises
related to food, water, and climate (Meeks,
2018). As women stay behind, they take on the
responsibilities of the men; yet, they are faced with
unequal access to resources (e.g., financial, social,
etc.); thus, gaining an increase in responsibilities
with fewer rights and accessibility. Out-migration of
men leads to a double burden on women (Jobbins
et al. 2018; O'Neil et al. 2016) where they not only
have their household responsibilities (e.g., water
collection, child-rearing, etc.) but as well now take
up the burden of men's previous responsibilities
(e.g., farming, etc.) to generate income (Anderson
etal. 2016). For example, women in the Sonora state
of Mexico experienced a double burden as the men
had to migrate due to water availability declining as
a result of climate change; and, women had to work
not only part-time in the food processing industry,
besides their primary responsibility as caregivers
for the families and household, including the duty
of water collection (Chindarkar, 2012). As a result of
droughts and floods, women of the Sonora State of
Mexico were further burdened with water-related
responsibilities as water sources were polluted,
this increased their travel times to either fetch
or purchase water (Buechler, 2009). Importantly,
the impact of out-migration not only impacts
women'’s livelihood but their overall safety because
they are at an increased risk of exploitation or
sexual violence (Buechler, 2009; Kolmannskog,
2009). If and when women migrate as a result
of environmental factors, they usually migrate
to urban centers, which challenge in finding
employment opportunities and face discrimination;
thus, they can fall into a poverty trap as they face
long hours and low-paying jobs especially in low-
and middle-income countries. Also, women are
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often found in the services sector rather than the
agricultural sector, which is dominated more by men
(Chammartin, 2008). Overall, while interlinkages
between water, migration, and gender are complex
and multifaceted, migration impacts women in a
different aspect due to their role of acting as water
purveyors (Miletto et al. 2017).

In the case where women and men are equally
likely to migrate (i.e., migrations of households)
their post-migration conditions may differ.
Particularly, women migrants face specific water-
related challenges, including water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH), which can be explained by their
household roles as water purveyors. For example,
53% of women migrants in urban areas of India
had no access to safe drinking water; in turn,
they were forced to gather water from pumps or
public taps. Furthermore, 20% of these migrants
were reported to have no access to a toilet area
(Bhagat, 2017). In Bangladesh, women are likely to
migrate due to challenges in acquiring land tenure
as well as crop failures due to frequent flooding
(Miletto et al. 2017).

WATER-RELATED MIGRATION
AGREEMENTS AND POLICIES

Evolution of water and climate-related migration
policy instruments at the global scale

Migration-related policies and agreements at
the global level started to emerge explicitly, and
relatively, they trace back to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to the
year 1950. Figure 12 demonstrates an overview of
migration and water-related policies that indirectly
or directly address the migration context. A
specialized United Nations agency, UNHCR, was
founded in 1950 after World War Il resulted in
millions of people leaving their homes. The UNHCR
was created with the mandate to protect refugees,
forcibly displaced communities and stateless
people, and assist in their voluntary repatriation
as well as local integration or resettlement. In
January 1992, the Dublin principles were formed
at the International Conference on Water and
the Environment, whereby the value of water is
highlighted. Ten years later, the UNHCR released
General Comment Number 15, “The right to
water,” which described how the right to water
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Figure 12. An overview of international governance tools
and instruments that reflect the water-migration interlinkages
directly or indirectly.

should apply to everyone, including refugees,
internally displaced populations, and so forth. In
2005, the guidelines for the realization of the right
to drinking water and sanitation delineated how
water and sanitation needs of those vulnerable
and marginalized, including refugees, should
be addressed. Post the SDGs launch in 2015,
international governance mechanismsformanaging
migration include the resolution on international
migration and development and the New York
Declaration for Refugees. These documents both
included the necessity of water and sanitation for
refugees and migrants. Most recently, in 2018,
the member states of the UN formed the Global
Compact for safe, orderly, and regular migration,
which strengthens the global community’s response
towards sustainable solutions in addressing the
situation surrounding migrants.

New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants

The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants
(2016) acknowledges that migration (voluntary or
forced) is a significant developmental challenge
emphasizing the need for enhanced cooperation
at the global level and represents a commitment to
holistically address the associated interconnections
of human migration in all aspects. The UN General
Assembly of September 2016, where the declaration
was adopted, was followed by a range of actionable
commitments, means of implementation, and a
framework and review among the Member States
regarding international migration, and creation of
the Global Compact[Draft resolution A/71/L.1]. This
declaration does reflect on water, climate, conflicts,
poverty, and vulnerability aspects to some extent,
but the explicit mention is lacking. However, Item
43 of the Draft resolution does capture some of
the drivers and factors connecting to the migration
discourse with the 2030 Agenda. This statements
also ties in with the human right approach to
adequate and safe drinking water, open access
to water, and accessible water to all (Resolution
A/RES/64/292). Table 1 summarises elements
of the New York Declaration for Refugees and
Migrants that apply to the water and climate-driven
migration. In the Declaration, 193 member states
of the United Nations reaffirmed the importance of
the international protection regime and committed
to strengthening and enhancing mechanisms to
protect people on the move. They also agreed to
work toward the adoption of a global compact on
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Table 1. Elements of the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants that relate to water and

climate aspects.

Item as stated

Item 1: “in response to the adverse effects of climate
change, natural disasters (some of which may be linked
to climate change), or other environmental factors..."

Item 18: “the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction (2015-2030) and its recommendations
concerning measures to mitigate risks associated with
disasters. ...the Paris Agreement on climate change ...
committed to its implementation. Addis Ababa Action
Agenda of the Third International Conference on
Financing for Development... including its provisions,
applicable to refugees and migrants...".

Item 43: "addressing the drivers that create or
exacerbate large movements. Analyze and respond
to the factors, including in countries of origin, which
lead or contribute to large movements. .... cooperate
to create conditions that allow communities and
individuals to live in peace and prosperity in their
homelands".

Item 50: “assist, impartially and based on needs,
migrants in countries ...experiencing conflicts or
natural disasters...in coordination with the relevant
national authorities...".

Item 5, part ¢, of the Annex | (Comprehensive
refugee response framework) states, “...assess and
meet the essential needs of refugees, including by
providing access to adequate safe drinking water,
sanitation, food, nutrition, shelter, psychosocial support
and health care...and assistance to host countries and
communities in this regard, as required"”.

Item 80: “committed to providing humanitarian
assistance to refugees to ensure essential support in
key life-saving sectors, such as health care, shelter,
food, water and sanitation. Support to host countries
and communities. Use of locally available knowledge
and capacities, while supporting community-based
development programmes for the benefit of all..."

https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/1
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Context and Explanation

Water and climate are acting as direct and indirect
drivers of migration.

Focus on how water and climate challenge interplays
with social and political systems, as well as the
ownership structure of water is integrated.

Reflects on the water footprint in disasters. (Resolution
69/283, Annexes | and 1)

The focus on extreme water events is integrated and
relational aspects of a water crisis with climate change
is integrated in this item

Links SDG 6 (water) and 16(peace and justice) of the
Agenda 2030 is noted — focus in direct and indirect
drivers of migration reflected a fair extent

The water context in the Declaration is limited to 2
items — both related to post-migration WASH.

Links with the notion that access to adequate and safe
drinking water is a human right. Links with WASH and
SDG 6 goals and targets is also clear

This point closely relates to the large and pressing
issue of water-crisis migration and water distribution:
the need for water to be open to all, regardless of
price. Focus on a participatory and interdisciplinary
approach that embeds local capacity, knowledge, and
“community-based development programs for the
benefit of all,” is highlighted.



refugees and a global compact for safe, orderly,
and regular migration (McAdam, 2019).

Global Compact for safe, orderly, and regular
migration and other recent policy tools

The Global Compact for safe, orderly, and regular
migration (GCM) got adopted in December 2018
as an inter-governmental negotiation aligning
with the guiding principles of the 'Modalities
Resolution.” The GCM was piloted by the United
Nations to address all issues of international
migration. This compact is a non-binding United
Nations agreement that focuses on migration-
related aims to facilitate the involvement of state
and non-state actors on important challenges. It
calls for an open, transparent, and inclusive process
of consultations and negotiations for efficient
management of migration-related challenges,
through the participation of all stakeholders and
by outlining the relevant procedures and policies
to support means for safe and orderly migration.

The key points from the GCM that can serve to
mainstream the water and climate context in future
migration discussions are listed in Table 2.

Other global agreements and policy documents
with relevance to the water and climate aspects
of migration include: the UN General Assembly
Resolution 71/237 or so-called as the UN Resolution
on “International Migration & Development”
(2016) that focuses on migration and development
although, it does not clearly echo on the water
and climate context. The UN General Assembly
Resolution on  “International =~ Migration &
Development”  (A/RES/71/237) explains  the
pervasiveness of human migration, emphasizing
the New York Declaration as an international
instrument to addressing large movements of
refugees and migrants. The resolution also bridges
the migration-related challenges with the 2030
Agenda, the New Urban Agenda, and other global
sustainable development commitments.

Table 2. Elements of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration (GCM) that relate to

water and climate.
ltem as stated

"Addressing drivers of migration, including adverse
effects of climate change, natural disasters and human-
made crises, through protection and assistance,
sustainable development, poverty eradication, conflict
prevention and resolution.” (GCM, 2018)

"

establish the global goal on adaptation of
enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience,
and reducing vulnerability to climate change, with a
view to contributing to sustainable development and
ensuring an adequate adaptation response.” (Article

7)
" with focus on building capacity and awareness
read: “...focus on those vulnerable to the adverse
effects of climate change, such as SIDS, to take effective
action, including, ....to implement adaptation, and
facilitate technology development, dissemination and
deployment, access to climate finance, relevant aspects
of education, training, and public awareness, and the
transparent, timely and accurate communication of
information” (Article 11)

Context and Explanation

Reflects on the rights of Migrants i. e access to
food and water.

Calls for better understanding of influencers of
migration relating natural resources, like water,
how do they drive migration. Calls to focus on
community-based interventions and empowering
and engaging with international obligations such
as Paris Agreement and 2030 Agenda.

Managed migration re-looked as a viable option

The link with climate change adaptation planning
is noted

Links SDG 6 (water) and 16(peace and justice) of
the Agenda 2030 is noted — focus in direct and
indirect drivers of migration reflected a fair extent
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Water and Climate-related Policies for Migration
at the Regional or National level

Clear institutional arrangements and coordination
for safe and orderly migration in countries of origin,
transit, and destination are often either lacking
or exist at a rudimentary level. In some cases, a
foreign ministry may oversee emigration, and a
dedicated agency may be in place to deal with
immigration. In other cases, internal displacements
may be solved through disaster-related ministries.
Some regional and local migration-related policies
provide examples of institutional tools in the water-
migration context. For example, the managed
migration initiative in the SIDS, the CARICOM
Free Movement Protocol (1989), was initiated at
the intra-regional level (e.g., nearly 50% migration
in the Caribbean is intra-regional). The Caribbean
region serves as a transit for migration flows from
South America, West Africa, and the Caribbean
to North America. Remittances are crucial to the
Caribbean GDP (in Haiti, they account for >21%
of the GDP) (IOM, 2017). Remittances can assist in
tackling poverty and helping feed the population
to better organize water and food provisioning
services. The Pacificislands, with its associated push
factors, such as a lack of economic opportunities,
or sea-level rise, floods, and tectonic subsidence,
reported a significant impact on communities to
migrate (Kelman, 2015). The government of Kiribati
has set up a 'migration with dignity’ program that
teaches individuals skills to help them migrate to
Australia and New Zealand (McNamara, 2015).
Such arrangements can potentially be expanded to

integrate water and climate-driven migration flows.
In New Zealand’s Climate Change Adaptation
Planning document, a mention concerning the
flow of migrants from Kiribati, Tonga, and Tuvalu
(Farquhar, 2015) reflects pre-emptive planning to
ensure accessibility of water and food delivery.
Australia and New Zealand as common recipient
nations of migration from the Pacific region are
revising programs for seasonal work in their
agricultural sector. An agenda for long-term
solutions for enhancing migration management
capabilities through better international and inter-
agency cooperation and data/knowledge platforms
is pertinent (Box 2).

Water, Migration, and the Sustainable
DevelopmentGoals (SDGs)

It is increasingly acknowledged that migration
policies need to move a step further in integrating
migration issues across government sectors (e.g.,
Article 10.7 of the GCM, 2018). Water and migration
issues are implicit or explicit in many of the SDGs
across the 2030 Agenda. The efforts geared for SDG
5 (gender equality and women’s empowerment)
and SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation for all) can
assist to better inform technical and institutional
aspects of migration at the point of origin, transit,
and in recipient states. Targets 6.2 and 6.3 on
water and sanitation focus on provisioning these
services for all, including migrants. Migrants face
both monetary as well as non-financial constraints
for access to water. Unregistered or undocumented
migrants, as well as people in transit, might face

Box 2: United Nations Human Rights Council on Migration, Climate Change and Human Rights

A recent statement released by UNHRC focuses on nations and governing authorities to consider the influence of climate change
while evaluating the ‘deportation’ of asylum seekers. Although notifications by UN agencies are not legally binding, the statement
could present as a reference for addressing how to best weigh the cases of forced or voluntary migration triggered by water
and crises. Special mention of SIDS migrants (e.g., Kiribati population) seeking asylum in New Zealand. Due to rising sea levels
and other climate change impacts, the island is losing the habitable landscape, reporting a crisis of freshwater supply and an
increase in soil salinity. Predictions for the coming decade add to the existing set of challenges for the state, communities, and
citizens. This case remained active in high-level discussions related to migration from 2015 to demonstrate that the real impact

of climate change on the lives of the vulnerable and poor. The UN agencies did acknowledge that water and climate crises do
represent a considerable threat to life and should be taken note when considering immigration and asylum decision-making.
UNHRC recognizes that climate change impacts can have immediate and long-term effects and thus, need to be integrated into
migration assessments and related policy decisions. Without solemn support of states to acknowledge these migration narratives
and without international cohesion to mitigate the impacts of water and climate crises, then the existing situations can transform
into extreme settings of geopolitical crises and humanitarian mayhem.

(Adapted from https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/01/1055671). January 2020
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substantial difficulties in accessing water. Refugee
camps and informal settlements report on the
crisis surrounding water access and availability
related issues, including challenges of groundwater
contamination or wastewater management that
can have a detrimental impact on health (WWAP,
2019). This is more crucial for regions in the Global
South (Asia, Africa, and South America). The GCRI
analysis largely feeds into SDG 16, indicator 16.1.2
“Conflict-related deaths/100,000 population, by
sex, age and cause” and target 16.3 “Promote the
rule of law at the national and international levels
and ensure equal access to justice for all.”

It is also important to highlight the inconsistencies
in the SDG framework. Though migration is
explicitly mentioned in some instances, it is
embedded in uncertainties and lacks both local
and de-territorialized aspects that apply to
migration. Despite internal migration accounting
for 75% of migrant populations globally, the
SDGs mostly focus on international migration.
Rural-urban and irregular patterns of migration,
stemming from water quality, quantity, and extreme
events are scarcely addressed in the 2030 Agenda
(Nijenhuis & Leung, 2017).

CONCLUSIONS

The relationship between water, climate, and
migration is complex and cannotbe easily quantified
or separated from other contributing and driving
factors. Towards a more in-depth understanding
of the specific triggers of such interlinkages, the
specific local context is necessary. Water, climate,
and other environmental influences synergize to
create various impacts and outcomes- migration is
one such outcome. Accordingly, current data on the
water-migration nexus are limited, disaggregated,
or embedded. Migration and water interlinkages
remain under-investigated and limited, especially
when considering quantitative information. The
challenges related to migration assessments exist
not only in terms of data deficiency but also in data
collection mechanisms, specifically primary data
collection. For example, the gender disaggregated
data in migration assessments are often missing,
although migration and displacement add an
additional layer of burden and uncertainty to
“conventional” gender roles and responsibilities.

It appears logical to try and examine water-
related migration in terms of three interconnected
dimensions — water quantity, water quality, and
water extremes. Water quantity can progressively
increase or decrease overall in a region, creating
more humid or arid conditions, which can either
stimulate or attract migrants. Deteriorating water
quality may be a migration trigger on its own, as
it affects water availability. Increasing frequency
and magnitude of water-related extremes are
causing threats to human life and property, maybe
acting as a trigger to migration in/under certain
circumstances. Extremes impact the water quantity
and quality directly or indirectly; for instance,
accessible drinking water sources are contaminated
by floodwater, in turn, affecting availability.

Institutional and community capacity development

to address multi-faceted dimensions linked
to migration is severely lacking, particularly
in developing regions in the Global South.

Government  agencies  and  humanitarian
organizations involved in mitigation and the
recovery of natural disasters (i.e., forced evacuation
and shelters) record the number of displaced;
however, this exercise is restricted to planning
response measures. In the absence of clear
mechanisms to extract information on water-
related migration from overall migration flows, the
case study approach illustrated in this synthesis
report may help build on relevant knowledge.
A comprehensive assessment of water-related
migration, as attempted in this synthesis, is vital to
steer the institutional and policy reforms as well as
to complement efforts that focus on building an
enhanced understanding of migration.

The case studies presented provide insights into
understanding the interlinkages at the local and
regional scale. The proposed 3D framework can
serve as a useful tool for communities, states, and
international agencies to maintain a clear record of
how the water-migration interconnections operate.
The framework can assist researchers, development
agencies, and planners to understand better how
water crisis settings and the related climate change
impacts influence migration.

Future migration assessment can adopt or adapt
the 3D framework to develop a comprehensive
methodology for better aggregation of direct
and indirect drivers and to investigate some of
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the outlined gaps. Furthermore, a better focus on
migration as an adaptation strategy to maximize
on the interconnectedness with the SDGs can
help the migration discourse to shift away from a
preventative and problematic approach to a one
that views migration as a contributor to sustainable
development. SDGs 5, 6, and 16, present goals
and targets to strengthen the human, technical,
and institutional capacities related to water,
gender, climate, and institutions. Importantly, the
GCRI analysis reflects how migration can stem
from a conflict situation or may lead to a conflict.
The international and inter-agency cooperation
agreements, tools, and policies such as the
Ney York Declaration and GCM or others that
reflect on migration challenges either indirectly
or straightforwardly offer potential towards
presenting long-term solutions for enhancing
migration management capabilities through better
coordination and consensus-building.
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